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Desired Qutcomes

1 Forgirls to what makes up the forest habitat
1 Forgirls tolearn about forest animals

Objectives
1 Participants will learn about 5 different unique forest animals

9 Participants will play a hands-on game learning about owls
1 Participants will take a silent hike, and look for signs of forest life

Method of Presentation

1 Agirloradult reads aloud to the group the information that explains each activity.

1 Worktogether to complete each activity

Required Activities for this Toe

1 Allactivities in this Toe must be completed, and you must commit to a follow up activity.
All Journey ties that are available for your age level must also be completed.

Evaluation and Patches

Once a group has completed the suggested activities including a commitment to a follow up
activity, “YEA! Forest Animals” toes can be purchased from the council Girl Scout Resource Store.
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Activity #1- What Makes up a Forest?

Instructions: Read through the following information about forests. Choose one type of forest
to become and “expert” of, and learn at least 3 facts about that type of forest that you can share
with others.

Aforest, also referred to as awood or the woods, is an area with a high density of trees. A
forestis alarge areas where large number of trees grow close to each other.

Forests can be classified in different ways, one such way is in terms of the "biome" in
which they exist, combined with leaf longevity of the dominant species whether they are
evergreen or deciduous and another distinction is whether the forests are composed
predominantly of broadleaf trees, coniferous (needle-leaved) trees, or mixed.

Tropical Rain Forest

Days usually last 12 hours, temperatures averaging around 77 degrees F, surplus of rain
and high insolation (sunlight) are all attributes of a tropical rain forest year-round.
Tropical rain forests cover the Amazon region, as well as equatorial regions in
Africa, Southeast Asia, the east coast of Central America and elsewhere along the
equator. These areas are characterized by broadleaf evergreen trees, vines, tree
ferns and palms.

Tropical Seasonal Forest

Located on the edges of rain forests are the tropical seasonal forests that receive
dwindling and irregular rainfall. These areas are characterized by broadleaf
evergreen trees, some deciduous trees and thorn trees. Deciduous trees lose their
leaves during the winter.

Temperate Evergreen and Deciduous Forest

Found in North America, Europe and Asia, temperate evergreen and deciduous forests
tend to blend together at times. Needleleaf and broadleaf trees inhabit the forests.
In southern and eastern areas that are fervent with evergreen pines, controlled
forest fires still take place as the natural cycle of forest re-growth and enrichment.
As far as weather conditions, it is a moderate climate with a cold season.

Boreal Forest

The boreal forest, also known as the needleleaf forest, covers most of the subarctic
climate areas located in Canada, Alaska, Siberia, Russia and Europe. "Taiga" is a
broader term used for boreal forest in order to encompass areas transitioning to
arctic climate conditions. While there aren't any boreal forests in the Southern
Hemisphere, there are mountain forests comprised of needleleaf trees that
survive all over the world at extremely high elevations.



Savanna and Woodland

Savanna and woodland ecosystems have a susceptibility to fires and the ability to
rejuvenate and re-grow. Prevalent in South America, Africa and Australia, savannas
and woodlands are characterized by vast areas of grasslands, bush thickets and
clusters of sparse trees with flattened crowns.
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Activity #2- Forest Animals Facts

Here in Ohio, we live in a Temperate Evergreen and Deciduous Forest. Here are some
forest animals that are common to our region. Break up into 4 groups, and have each
group learn about 1animal, and present facts about that animal to the rest of the group.

Deer

Deer are mammals. Some deer live deep in the forst, while other live close to highways
and populated areas.

In North America, the white tailed deer is the most common member of the deer family.
When alarmed, it raises its tail show white hair that grows on the underside of the tail.

Adult make deer are called bucks. White-tailed bucks stand about 3 %2 feet high at the
shoulder and weight 120 to 150 pounds.

Adult female deer, or does, are smaller and lighter in weight than bucks. Their babies are
called fawns.

Most male deer grow antlers that have many branches and end in points.
The foods deer eat include leaves, grass, bark, buts, vegetables, and fruits.



Raccoon
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Raccoons are mammals. They use their front paws like little hands to search and dig for
food. They also appear to enjoy touching and playing with smaller objects.
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Raccoons eat a variety of foods such as fish, insects, fruits and nuts.
Raccoons are found mainly in the forests of North America.

Raccoons are brownish-gray in color. They have long, bushy tails that are ringed with
stripes. Their faces are pointed, and they look as though they are wearing masks because
of the dark-colored fur around their eyes.

Raccoons make their homes both in trees and in nest on the ground.



Skunks

Skunks are mammals. They are found only in North and South America.

Skunks have musk glands that store a foul-smelling liquid. When a skunk is threatened by
another animal, it will spray the animal with this liquid. The liquid causes temporary
blindness, allowing the skunk to escape.

Skunks help farmers by eating harmful insects. They also eat rodents, fruits, bulbs and
eggs.
Most skunks are active at night and sleep during the day. During the cold winter months,
they stay in their sleeping dens most of the time.

The most common species in North America is the striped skunk. About the size of a
house cat, this skunk has shiny black fur with stripes down its back and one down its nose.



Squirrels

Squirrels are mammals. There are more than 300 different kinds of squirrels.

Squirrels eat foods such as seeds, nuts, berries and fruits. Squirrels are known to gather
bushels of pine cones during the fall and store them for the winter. They shred the cones
to make bedding and eat the pine nuts that are found in the pine cones.

The most common North American squirrel is the tree squirrel, which has a thick, plumed
tail. The tail acts like a balance when the squirrel leaps from branch to branch. Tree
squirrels are gray, brown, tan or black in color. They live in holes in trees or build nests high
in the branches.

Squirrels are found almost everywhere in the world except Madagascar, Australia and
southern South America.
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Activity #3- Owl Tag

Instructions: Owls are another creature that lives in the forest, and it comes out especially at

night. Here are some interesting facts about Owls and a game you can play to learn about how
owls communicate.

Owls are found on almost every continent of the world.
The are more than 130 different kinds of owls.

Owls see very well in the dark. Their eyes are large and very sensitive to the dimmest light.
Owls cannot move their eyes from side to side, so they must move their heads to look at objects
around them.

Most owls hunt by night and are meat eaters.

The “ears” on the tops of some owls’ heads are actually little tufts of feathers.

Owls are farmers' friends because they eat mice and harmful insects that destroy crops.
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Activity #4- Silent Hike

Instructions: With your troop or group, spend 20 minutes on a Discovery Hike through the forest.
Be completely silent, so if you encounter any animals, they might not run away. Look for other
clues that animals have been there including tracks, markings on logs/tress, animals homes and
animal waste (scat).

After the hike is over discuss what each person saw. Did you get to see any animals? What clues
did you see in the environment that animals had been there? Did anything surprise you? If you
were to take group on a hike, what would you tell them to look for?
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Activity #5- Follow Up Activity

1. Goonasilentdiscovery hike in another forest and see if you have a similar experience.
What was the same? What was different?

2. Now thatyou have learned about animals that are native to where we live, do some



